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Travelport takes local technology firms
global
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Travelport president and CEQ Gordon Wilson is seeking to acquire more IT firms. Picture: Good times dry up as shares brace for
Renee Nowytarger Source: News Corp Australia a tumble

8:15 am
A MAJOR player in the SUST trillion ($8.4 trillion) global travel and travel Local shares tipped 1o drop at the apen
industry, the London-based Travelport, has been quietly buying up Melbourne-
based technology companies to launch around the world. 8:10 am

Get in touch!
Travelport, which transacted travel worth SUS85 billion last year and recently listed
on the New York Stock Exchange, makes the software that helps users book with
more than 400 airlines and 600,000 hotels.

“A lot of your readers have probably never heard of us,” says Gordon Wilson, SUBSCRIBER HIGHLIGHTS
president and chief executive officer of Travelport. “We sit behind the big online e BusinessSpectator

travel agencices like Webjet and corporate travel agencics like Hogg Robinson and
Carlson Wagonlit. It’s our systems they use to make all the bookings.”

Temum Coment

. i L i Kohler: Telstra gets the
Australia and New Zealand represent onc of its biggest markets, and it has been money and the box
sclling its technology to bricks and mortar and online travel agencies such as Flight

Centre for decades.

A lawyer by training, Mr Wilson, was in Sydncy yesterday discussing his recent
decision to raise his stake in eNett, an clectronic business-to-business payment
company from 56 to 73 per cent at a cost of SUS64 million.

Gottliebsen: Hockey
must revive Robb's
vision

He also recently bought a 49 per cent stake in travel technology company Locomote
buying it from Melbournc entreprencur, Philip Weinman. Bartholomeusz: A win-
. i N . . X win deal for Telstra and
“I am taking these Australian products global,” Mr Wilson said, “eNett is now in 45 NBN Co
countries and growing, it’s a very successful business. Our calculation is there is
SUS780bn worth of business to business which takes place between the world's

travel agencics and suppliers (annually.)”
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“We have put this new product (Locomote) into ANZ Bank, which is how it is . SPECTATOR
running its corporate travel.”
Mr Wilson, said he was pleased the Abbott government had proceeded with the free-
trade agreement with China, South Korea and Japan as it would open up

marketplaces for Australian business people.

“You don't do deals with Chinese, South Koreans and Japanesc without going face to  Recall rejects $2bn bid as ‘insufficient’

IN BUSINESS

face. [ love it.” DATA management hunr.c:.f
% Recall Holéings has rejected a
more than $2 2 takeover

"‘[ sce bus:ngss trgvcl being very robust in this mar'.(c?. that incf.udcs business travel affer from US-based logistics
into Australia, quid pro quo with the FTA. Where Chinese business people tend to go giant Iron Mountain.
Chinese tourists follow.”

Stokes welcomes China embrace ¢
SHARRI MARKSON
describec by
csasa
“fearsomely™ haré worker who
usually arrives at work at about
Ham.

Mcanwhile, Mr Wilson said he was secking more IT companics to acquire. “We have
form in terms of looking for innovative entreprencurial technology based
companics.”

As for travel trends next year Mr Wilson is seeing great growth into Africa
particularly from Asia. He predicts consumer bargains for flights in Asia next year

because of the extra capacity from low-cost carricrs going into that market. Media assets part of Seven's ‘DNA’ &
SHARRI MARKSUN
RYAN Stokes saic media
o o 0 o e remained part of Seven Group's
‘DNA” which is uncderscoring
new investments in the industry.




